
  

Urban and Environmental Policy 101  

Society & Environment 

 

Section 1(Professor Shamasunder): Tuesday and Thursday 10:15-11:40 am  

Section 2 (Professor Cha): Tuesday and Thursday 1:30-2:55pm PT 

Office Hours (Office location in the UEP Dept, 1882 Campus Rd) 

Professor Bhavna Shamasunder  (she/her) 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:15-4:30 or by appointment. Office hours can be in person or via zoom (sign up) 

bhavna@oxy.edu  323-341-4695 

 

Professor J. Mijin Cha 

Tuesdays 11:30-1pm and Wednesdays 11:30-1pm. 

Sign up here: https://calendly.com/mcha-1/office-hours 

 

Course Overview:  What is this course about? 

This course is an introduction into issues at the intersection of “urban” and “environment.” It is for those 

interested in learning more about these concepts and the path forward towards creating more just and 

equitable environments and cities. This course introduces students to the political, economic, and social 

aspects of the environment with a focus on the role of government, policy, and social change. This course 

explores the intersection of race, poverty, and inequity in the environment and introduces how issues of 

race, class, gender, and workers’ rights interact with the natural and built environments. 

 

The course is designed for students considering a UEP major and provides foundational concepts to be 

explored in more depth through other UEP courses. The course is also intended for non- UEP majors who 

are interested in the topics and examining the urban and environmental linkages to other disciplines. The 

course is an opportunity for students to interact with others interested in asking and answering complex 

questions about our cities, the natural world, and our global context and exploring solutions for critical 

urban and environmental challenges. 

Classroom Community 

This course is intended to provoke discussion and new understandings of the urban environment we live in. 

Toward this end, the course will grapple with discussions about inequity, power, race, class, and gender. We 

expect our class times and discussions to be a productive space for open, honest, and thoughtful discussion 

that recognizes and respects differences and acknowledges the broad range of knowledge we bring to the 

classroom and discussion. Please remember that our focus in this course is the issues, texts, course materials 

and presentations themselves, and not the personalities, identities, or opinions of other participants in the 

discussion. 

The professors and students share the responsibility of creating the space and stimulating enthusiasm for 

learning. The professors are responsible for structuring and facilitating a space for learning and achieving 

course goals. Students are responsible for attending and participating in class, completing assignments in a 

mailto:bhavna@oxy.edu
https://calendly.com/mcha-1/office-hours




 

❒ Participation (35% of grade): You are expected to do all of the course readings and videos for the date 

they are assigned and keep up with readings and assignments. This is a reading intensive seminar 

discussions and online forum discussions are key. As such attendance and preparation is required. Your 

participation in class will also be evaluated based on your ability to contribute productively to the 

discussions and class exercises. Be mindful of your own contribution but also the overall discussion 

dynamic. Listen attentively to others, recognize when to “step up” and “step back” so that all class 

members can participate meaningfully. Focus on quality over quantity when participating. Your 



mailto:schico@oxy.edu
https://vimeo.com/418262884
https://believermag.com/thirteen-ways-of-seeing-nature-in-la/
https://believermag.com/thirteen-ways-of-seeing-nature-in-la/
https://believermag.com/thirteen-ways-of-seeing-nature-in-la-2/
https://believermag.com/thirteen-ways-of-seeing-nature-in-la-2/
https://www.sierraclub.org/michael-brune/2020/07/john-muir-early-history-sierra-club?utm_source=sierraclub&utm_medium=email&utm_content=history
https://www.sierraclub.org/ecocentro/estamos-derribando-nuestros-monumentos-pulling-down-our-monuments


2) Hop Hopkins – “Racism is killing the planet” (June 8, 2020)  

 

  

Tuesday Sept. 7:  Environmental Understandings  

  

Lynn White, Jr. “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis” in Science. Vol. 155, No. 

3767 (March 1967), pgs. 48-54 

 

Winona LaDuke. “Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Environmental Futures”. The 

Winona LaDuke Reader. Voyageur Press. 2002. Pgs. 78-88. 

Thursday, Sept. 9: Urban Framing 

 

https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/racism-killing-planet
https://www.uvm.edu/~gflomenh/ENV-NGO-PA395/articles/Lynn-White.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/423028/mod_page/content/3/LaDuke%20-%20Traditional%20Ecological%20Knowledge%20and%20Env%20Futures.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/423028/mod_page/content/3/LaDuke%20-%20Traditional%20Ecological%20Knowledge%20and%20Env%20Futures.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/423028/mod_page/content/3/LaDuke%20-%20Traditional%20Ecological%20Knowledge%20and%20Env%20Futures.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/423028/mod_page/content/3/LaDuke%20-%20Traditional%20Ecological%20Knowledge%20and%20Env%20Futures.pdf
https://newleftreview.org/issues/II53/articles/david-harvey-the-right-to-the-city
https://newleftreview.org/issues/II53/articles/david-harvey-the-right-to-the-city
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/664531/mod_page/content/4/Soja%20Postmodern%20Geographies%20Ch%208%20It%20All%20Comes%20Together%20in%20Los%20Angeles.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/664531/mod_page/content/4/Soja%20Postmodern%20Geographies%20Ch%208%20It%20All%20Comes%20Together%20in%20Los%20Angeles.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/664531/mod_page/content/4/Soja%20Postmodern%20Geographies%20Ch%208%20It%20All%20Comes%20Together%20in%20Los%20Angeles.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/664531/mod_page/content/4/Soja%20Postmodern%20Geographies%20Ch%208%20It%20All%20Comes%20Together%20in%20Los%20Angeles.pdf
https://vimeo.com/133506632
http://beta.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-bader-resegregation-los-angeles-
http://beta.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-bader-resegregation-los-angeles-
http://beta.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-bader-resegregation-los-angeles-20160401-story.html
http://beta.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-bader-resegregation-los-angeles-20160401-story.html
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c33dbd69d5abbfa584fc9d2/t/5ce99bfd6e9a7f68cd967fa5/1558813695024/Boyce+Scientific+American+2018.pdf
http://therealnews.com/t2/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=31&Itemid=74&jumival=9760.


 

https://www.futurity.org/systemic-racism-cities-biodiversity-2423582-2/
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/12/science.aay4497
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/du-bois-review-social-science-research-on-race/article/toward-a-critical-environmental-justice-studies/804B88CD36120349E0027EBC0D59D05E
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/du-bois-review-social-science-research-on-race/article/toward-a-critical-environmental-justice-studies/804B88CD36120349E0027EBC0D59D05E
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/du-bois-review-social-science-research-on-race/article/toward-a-critical-environmental-justice-studies/804B88CD36120349E0027EBC0D59D05E
https://www.shareable.net/author/monee-fieldswhite/
https://www.shareable.net/can-we-build-non-sexist-and-non-racist-cities/
https://www.shareable.net/2019/04/
https://www.shareable.net/2019/04/


   Friday, Oct 1, Moodle Forum #3 for readings Sept 23 & 28th    

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/3985207.pdf?casa_token=K3fC7rHZAMgAAAAA:SQyi9jNZdthkG1YwaUHP_g4SpvGbD_5mCY023yC6DP55-cGE-y2dxRk-ItQurHT0ePGzolFoWTolZ-Gy_BPhluRbQiPUbz50ObwZwPU4OuPVm2jbeZb-Gw
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-05-17/latino-essential-workers-coronavirus
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-05-17/latino-essential-workers-coronavirus
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5783279/
https://timelines.latimes.com/exide-technologies-history/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmC1L070eZg
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/03/gentrification-climate-change-sierra-club-san-francisco
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/03/gentrification-climate-change-sierra-club-san-francisco
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/03/gentrification-climate-change-sierra-club-san-francisco


o   Out of Reach (2018): Los Angeles County (1 page) 

o   Housing Needs Report 2018: Los Angeles County (4 pages) 

  

M.J. Aboelata, R. Bennett, E. Yañez, A.Bonilla, & N. Akhavan. Excerpts from Healthy 

Development Without Displacement: Realizing the Vision of Healthy Communities for All. 

pgs 9-17. Prevention Institute. 2017 

  

Peter Marcuse. “The Housing Change We Need” Shelterforce. Winter 2008. December 22, 

2008. 

 

Watch Prof. Rodnyansky’s lecture and prepare for in class discussion (Posted on Moodle) 

 

Friday, October 22nd; Moodle Forum #5 (Oct 14 & 21)  

Tuesday, Oct. 26: Topics in Environment Health  

  

Nash, Linda; “Purity and Danger”: Historical Reflections on the Regulation of Environmental 

Pollutants; Environmental History, Volume 13, No. 4, October 2008; pp. 651-658 

 

What are Toxic Air Pollutants”: See the American Lung Association Website 

https://www.lung.org/clean-air/outdoors/what-makes-air-unhealthy/toxic-air-pollutants 

 

Watch the 8 minute video, “Up in the Air”; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCy9exrIkA8  

 

Friedman, Lisa; New Research Links Air Pollution to Higher Coronavirus Death Rates; NY 

Times; April 7, 2020; https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-

coronavirus-covid.html  

 

https://www.lung.org/clean-air/outdoors/what-makes-air-unhealthy/toxic-air-pollutants
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCy9exrIkA8
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-coronavirus-covid.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/climate/air-pollution-coronavirus-covid.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/11/nyregion/nail-salon-workers-in-nyc-face-hazardous-chemicals.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/11/nyregion/nail-salon-workers-in-nyc-face-hazardous-chemicals.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/28/us-nail-salons-the-challenge-to-
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/28/us-nail-salons-the-challenge-to-
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/28/us-nail-salons-the-challenge-to-protect-workers-from-chemicals
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/28/us-nail-salons-the-challenge-to-protect-workers-from-chemicals
https://ph.ucla.edu/news/news-item/2015/may/price-nice-hair-hair-salon-workers-face-serious-health-risks


serious-health-risks

https://ph.ucla.edu/news/news-item/2015/may/price-nice-hair-hair-salon-workers-face-serious-health-risks
https://loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=18-P13-00023&segmentID=4
https://loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=18-P13-00023&segmentID=4
https://www.labor.ucla.edu/publication/a-survey-of-nail-salon-workers-and-owners-in-california-during-covid-19/
https://www.labor.ucla.edu/publication/a-survey-of-nail-salon-workers-and-owners-in-california-during-covid-19/
http://www.presstelegram.com/business/20150516/los-angeles-long-beach-port-truck-drivers-move-nations-goods#author1
http://www.presstelegram.com/business/20150516/los-angeles-long-beach-port-truck-drivers-move-nations-goods
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/03/tech/amazon-effect-us-economy/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/03/tech/amazon-effect-us-economy/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2018/10/03/tech/amazon-effect-us-economy/index.html
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2021/03/27/what-2021-suez-canal-blockage-reveals-about-history-and-politics-global-shipping
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2021/03/27/what-2021-suez-canal-blockage-reveals-about-history-and-politics-global-shipping
https://youtu.be/d9m7d07k22A
https://youtu.be/d9m7d07k22A
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-environ-050511-122532
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-environ-050511-122532
http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-environ-050511-122532
https://aeon.co/essays/plastics-run-in-my-family-but-their-inheritance-is-in-us-all
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-plastic-is-a-function-of-colonialism
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-plastic-is-a-function-of-colonialism
https://www.breakfreefromplastic.org/


https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/475723/course/section/195386/Buses%20Are%20for%20Other%20People%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/475723/course/section/195386/Buses%20Are%20for%20Other%20People%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/475723/course/section/195386/Buses%20Are%20for%20Other%20People%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/10/public-transportation-uber-chariot/505658/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/10/public-transportation-uber-chariot/505658/
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa331283141_10242012.pdf
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa331283141_10242012.pdf
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa331283141_10242012.pdf
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa331283141_10242012.pdf
https://www.ehn.org/black-farming-food-sovereignty-2645479216.html
https://gardenwarriorsgoodseeds.com/2020/05/03/native-food-systems-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
https://gardenwarriorsgoodseeds.com/2020/05/03/native-food-systems-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10460-020-10089-7
https://www-sciencedirect-com.oxy.idm.oclc.org/science/article/pii/S1364032115001586#!
https://www-sciencedirect-com.oxy.idm.oclc.org/science/article/pii/S1364032115001586
http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/unnatural-gas-how-government-made-fracking-profitable-and-left-renewables-behind


http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/unnatural-gas-how-government-made- 

fracking-profitable-and-left-renewables-behind 

 

Friday, November 12th : Moodle Forum #7 (Readings Nov 2, 4, & 9) 

Thursday, Nov. 18: Climate Challenges 

 

Additional Readings TBD  

 

National Research Council of the National Academies; “Climate Change: Evidence, 

Impacts, and Choices; Read part 1 on ‘Evidence’”; pp. 1-18; https://nas-

sites.org/americasclimatechoices/more-resources-on-climate-change/climate- change-lines-

of-evidence-booklet/ 

 

EPA, “Understanding the Link Between Climate Change and Extreme Weather” 

https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climate-change-science/understanding-link-

between- climate-change-and-extreme-weather_.html (read through all of the extreme 

weather issues) 

 

Sachs, Jeffrey. “A Bold Bid for Climate Justice”. Watch the 23 minute video and read the 

commentary article. January 11, 2018 http://www.cnn.com/2018/01/11/opinions/new-york-

city-bold-bid-for-climate-justice- opinion-sachs/index.html 

 

Althor, G., Watson, J.E.M., & Fuller, R.A. (2016). “Global mismatch between greenhouse 

gas emissions and the burden of climate change.” Nature Scientific Reports. 6, 20281. Pp.1-

6. 

 

 

Friday, November 19th; Moodle Forum #8 (October 16 & 18) 

 

Deadline for posting Film Discussion Papers  

NO CLASS WEEK OF NOV. 22- THANKSGIVING DAY 

Tuesday, Nov. 30: Working class 

http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/unnatural-gas-how-government-made-fracking-profitable-and-left-renewables-behind
http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/unnatural-gas-how-government-made-fracking-profitable-and-left-renewables-behind
https://nas-sites.org/americasclimatechoices/more-resources-on-climate-change/climate-
https://nas-sites.org/americasclimatechoices/more-resources-on-climate-change/climate-
https://nas-sites.org/americasclimatechoices/more-resources-on-climate-change/climate-change-lines-of-evidence-booklet/
https://nas-sites.org/americasclimatechoices/more-resources-on-climate-change/climate-change-lines-of-evidence-booklet/
https://nas-sites.org/americasclimatechoices/more-resources-on-climate-change/climate-change-lines-of-evidence-booklet/
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climate-change-science/understanding-link-between-climate-change-and-extreme-weather_.html
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climate-change-science/understanding-link-between-climate-change-and-extreme-weather_.html
https://19january2017snapshot.epa.gov/climate-change-science/understanding-link-between-climate-change-and-extreme-weather_.html
http://www.cnn.com/2018/01/11/opinions/new-york-city-bold-bid-for-climate-justice-opinion-sachs/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2018/01/11/opinions/new-york-city-bold-bid-for-climate-justice-opinion-sachs/index.html


Thursday, Dec. 2:  Building a Healthy and Just City  

 

Workshop with James Rojas, Founder of PLACE IT! (Ph.D. Urban Planning, MIT) 

Sponsored by the Remsen Bird Fund. 

 

Susan Fainstein. “Planning and the Just City” (in Marcuse, ed., Searching for the Just City: 

Debates in Urban Theory and Practice, 2009) 

  

Lerner, Jaime. “How to Build a Sustainable City” New York Times. December 7, 2015 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/07/opinion/how-to-build-a-sustainable-city.html 

Finals Week 

 

Final Paper Due—Date TBD  

 

Course and College Policies 
 

Land Acknowledgement. 

Occidental College occupies the traditional territory and homelands of the Tongva people. Please click through 

to read more about the Gabrielino-Tongva tribe and about the practice of land acknowledgement. 

 

Credit Hour Policy 

UEP 101 is a 4-unit course. On average, you should expect to spend at least twelve (12) hours a week (including 

in-class time) on this course.  

 

Core Program Requirements 

UEP 101 satisfies a CPUD requirement.  
 

https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/557277/mod_page/content/8/How%20to%20Build%20a%20Sustainable%20City%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/557277/mod_page/content/8/How%20to%20Build%20a%20Sustainable%20City%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/557277/mod_page/content/8/How%20to%20Build%20a%20Sustainable%20City%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/07/opinion/how-to-build-a-sustainable-city.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/07/opinion/how-to-build-a-sustainable-city.html
http://www.gabrielinotribe.org/
https://usdac.us/nativeland
/academics/core-program/learning-objectives/core-program-united-states-diversity-cpud
/academics/academic-support
/academics/academic-support


○ If you'd like to take advantage of the College's Academic Coaching resource, which offers one-on-one 

sessions focused on supporting your time management skills, online learning strategies, and other study 

skills, you may schedule an academic coaching meeting by sending an email to 

academiccoaching@oxy.edu. Share what you'd like to work on, and an academic coach will schedule an 

appointment with you within a few days. 

 

○ The Center for Digital Liberal Arts (CDLA) offers library research consultations and discipline-

specific peer tutoring for coursework and language learning. We also offer peer-to-peer support for 

learning technologies from Moodle and Zoom to Adobe, app making, and ProTools.  

mailto:academiccoaching@oxy.edu
/academics/library/research-help
/academics/library/cdla/peer-learning
/academics/library/cdla/peer-learning
/academics/academic-support/language-study-placement
/academics/library/cdla/critical-making
/academics/library/cdla/critical-making
/academics/academic-support/writing-center
/student-life/resources-support/emmons-wellness-center
/student-life/resources-support/emmons-wellness-center
/student-life/resources-support/emmons-wellness-center
/student-life/resources-support/emmons-wellness-center
http://www.oxy.edu/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-ethics
/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-ethics


from books, newspapers, journals and the Internet. Plagiarism is grounds for failing the course and possible 

expulsion from the college. 

Students should consult Occidental’s student handbook for information on academic misconduct policy at 

the college: https://www.oxy.edu/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-misconduct 

 

Title IX statement, and statement of role of faculty member as a mandatory reporter (Link to Title IX) 

 

In the event that you choose to write or speak about having experienced sexual or interpersonal violence, 

including sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, stalking, sexual exploitation or any other form of 

sexual harassment, as  designated Responsible Employees, fprofessors must notify the Title IX Office. They 

will contact you to let you know about accommodations and support services at Oxy and reporting options both 

on and off-campus. 

 

If you do not want the Title IX Office notified, instead of disclosing this information to your instructor, either 

through conversation or a class assignment, you can speak confidentially with the following people on campus: 

● Survivor Advocate, Project SAFE (survivoradvocate@oxy.edu) 

● Emmons Counseling (For appointments, call: 323-259-2657) 

● 

/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-misconduct
/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-misconduct
/sexual-respect-title-ix
http://www.oxy.edu/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
http://www.oxy.edu/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
http://www.oxy.edu/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
http://www.oxy.edu/disability-services
/office-religious-spiritual-life
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation
http://www.oxy.edu/disability-services
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation



